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F 
or over three months ROARSHOCK PAGE  has 

sheltered in place in hinterlands east of the usual 
base in San Francisco. From Top of the Hill in 

Martinez the Spring season observed as it played out, 
animals and plants going on about their cyclic existenc-
es while the human world crashed before the novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), even as the over-hyped world 
capitalist economy whirled towards chaos. Then George 
Floyd became, yes, one too many black men clearly 
murdered on camera by police. People came out on the 
streets all over America and the world demanding a 
more equitable society. This time. Time will tell. All in 
the first half of 2020. Now our Northern summer. 

 
AN EXCERPT FROM THE ASBESTOS FILES 

 
 
The asbestos files: 
each one contains 
a working man’s traggedy. 
They did their jobs 
each day for decades 
cutting sheet metal 
fitting pipes 
installing insulation welding together 
the nation's infrastructure 
while breathing asbestos fibers 
which worked at their lungs 
year after year 
until cancers grew 
and devoured them. 
A galaxy of names 
dates of birth and marriage 
ominous dates of diagnosis 
asbestosis fibrosis 
pulmonary disease 
lung cancer, other cancers 
often dates of death 
while waiting 
for the insurance settlement 
to clear. 
And no one gets paid 
without a proper 
social security 
number. 
Disputed asbestosis. 
The legal fees 

will always be paid. 
But a lesser settlement 
given to those who smoked 
because lung disease 
can also be caused 
by cigarettes. 
Tobacco 
another great 
American commodity 
black smoke. 
Some say asbestos 
others say asbestus 
“Hey, man, wanna buy 
some asbestus?” 
D.T.’s basement room 
in the heart of Oakland 
3 o’clock in the morning 
pounds of coke 
and lines on the mirror. 
Death of the seventies. 
Dawn of the eighties. 
Reagan deregulation. 
Some say 
the unquenchable stone 
inextinguishable 
fabled dragons fires 
asbestic armor 
made from 
an alleged kind 
of incombustible 
flax, 
nor does it conduct 
electricity, 
asbestos is a mineral 
a natural substance, 
unlike petrochemical plastics, 
a silicate of 
calcium and magnesium 
which occurs in long 
greyish thread-like fibers 
the finest asbestos 
distinguished by 
long silky pearly white 
fibers 
when broken up 
it makes a dust 
of tiny fibers 
when ingested 
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they remain 
in the body 
thereafter 
asbestiform 
the form of this poem 
asbestos was found 
in the body 
of Esther’s first husband 
after his untimely 
unexplained death 
“from when he was 
in the Navy.” 
Free the Dolphins! 
A matrix 
operation 
quality of life 
interferes with my 
quality of life. 
Food Not Bombs! 
I used to unload trucks 
of insulated heater pipes 
once a week for several years 
died yellow dust 
tickling through 
a surgical mask 
am I 
a walking 
time bomb? 
Working files lung pain 
the power of suggestion 
I am, perhaps, asbestine: 
not likely to take fire. 
 
Fear! 
Dread and fear! 
Of the diseases 
of industry. 
True poisons 
more ferocious 
than the mind 
can fathom. 
If not asbestos 
how about dioxin? 
Or the lead in pipes? 
A tiny grain 
of plutonium 
blown on the arctic winds 
around the world 
and across the years 
from Chernobyl 
or Russian radioactive waste 
dumped in the 
Sea of Japan 
today. 
The ever present 
subliminal specter 
of the bombs . . . 
 

— D. A. Wilson 

JUNE ALMANAC 

 
06/01 1495 First known batch of Scotch whisky was 

allegedly recorded by a monk, John Cor. 
06/02 1958  Esther Fishman born in San Andreas, CA. 
06/03 1943 Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles, CA. 
06/04 1989 Tiananmen Square protests violently sup-

pressed in Beijing by the Chinese Army. 
06/05 2020 FULL STRAWBERRY MOON 
06/06 1586 Forces of Sir Francis Drake sacked and 

burned St. Augustine in Spanish Florida. 
06/07 1955 Lux Radio Theatre permanently signed 

off the air after more than 20 seasons. 
06/08 1949 An FBI report named Helen Keller, Doro-

thy Parker, Danny Kaye, Fredric March, 
John Garfield, Paul Muni and Edward G. 
Robinson as Communist Party members. 

06/09 1948 The International Council on Archives 
founded under UNESCO auspices. 

06/16 2020 BLOOMSDAY 
06/17 1579 Francis Drake claimed Nova Albion 

(modern California) for England. 
06/18 1948 Columbia Records introduced the long-

playing record album in New York City. 
06/19 1949 The first NASCAR race was held at 

Charlotte Motor Speedway. 
06/20 2020 SUMMER SOLSTICE/NORTH EARTH 
06/21 2020 NEW MOON 
06/22 1633 Galileo Galilei forced by Holy Office in 

Rome to recant his view that the Sun, not 
the Earth, is the center of the Universe. 

06/23 1941 Robert Hunter born, Arroyo Grande, CA. 
06/24 1973 The UpStairs Lounge arson attack on a 

gay bar in New Orleans, Louisiana 
06/26 1948 “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson pub-

lished in The New Yorker magazine. 
06/29 2007 Apple Inc. released the first iPhone. 
06/30 1972 The first leap second was added to the 

UTC time system. 
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